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The Central Pacific Line began in Sacramento, California, went east through Nevada and ended
in Utah Territory.

The Union Pacific Line began in Omaha, Nebraska, went west through Colorado Territory and
Wyoming Territory and ended in Utah Territory.
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Name ___________________________________ Date _____________________

Directions:  Read the passage “Making Tracks: Building the First Railroad” then circle the letter
of the correct answer.

1. Based on the map, people traveling from Chicago to Denver crossed the

A. Ohio River.
B. Missouri River.
C. Rocky Mountains.
D. Cascade Mountains.

2. Based on the passage and the map, the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific met in

A.  Utah.
B. Colorado.
C. California.
D. Wyoming.

3. Based on the map, what is the northern-most railroad line?

A. Oregon Short Line
B. Union Pacific Line
C. Kansas Pacific Line
D. Northern Pacific Line

4. The Central Pacific Line began in

A. Omaha.
B. Denver.
C. Sacramento.
D. San Francisco.

5. Based on the passage and the map, building a railroad from east to west was difficult
because it

A. was built in two parts.
B. crossed over major rivers.
C. cut through mountain ranges.
D. passed through several states.
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Answer Key – Making Tracks

LA.A.2.2.8:  The student identifies meanings through the process of selecting and/or organizing information from a
single text or across texts. This process may involve application, analysis, synthesis, and/or evaluation appropriate to
fifth grade.

1. Based on the map, people traveling from Chicago to Denver crossed the

A. Ohio River.
B. Missouri River.
C. Rocky Mountains.
D. Cascade Mountains.

2. Based on the passage and the map, the Union Pacific and the Central Pacific met in

A.  Utah.
B. Colorado.
C. California.
D. Wyoming.

3. Based on the map, what is the most northern railroad line?

A. Oregon Short Line
B. Union Pacific Line
C. Kansas Pacific Line
D. Northern Pacific Line

4. The Central Pacific Line began in

A. Omaha.
B. Denver.
C. Sacramento.
D. San Francisco.

5. Based on the passage and the map, building a railroad from east to west was difficult
because it

A. was built in two parts.
B. crossed over major rivers.
C. cut through mountain ranges.
D. passed through several states.


